PAGE  

BRIGHTLINGSEA TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held at 

The Parish Hall, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea on:

Thursday 28th April 2022 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:

Councillors

J Chapman (Mayor)

M Barry (Deputy Mayor)

M Beckett, J Carr, G Chasney,  

M Court, S Hawkins,  B Maltby, 

R Morgan, and B Smith 
In attendance:

Tracey Pulford –Town Clerk
Julie Crittenden – Administrative Assistant
County Councillor Alan Goggin  
16 Members of the Public

01. MAYOR TO OPEN MEETING: 
The Mayor of Brightlingsea, Councillor Jayne Chapman, opened the meeting by welcoming all those present.  She reiterated that this is not a Council meeting, but a legal requirement of the Council to hold this meeting for the organisations of the town.  She also mentioned that due to Covid this meeting could not be held for the past two years, so it is nice to be back.
02. 
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL TOWN MEETING: 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 25th April 2019 were agreed by the meeting.

03.
REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 2021/2022:

The Mayor gave an overview of the Council during the past year (see copy of PowerPoint presentation).  

She gave thanks to all the staff for their hard work during the two years of lockdown, where all front-line services were maintained.  She mentioned that the Grounds Team would go out earlier, to avoid people, and the Office Staff worked at home.  Everything was kept up to date and all enquiries dealt with.
04
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM:
Town Councillors:-
The Town Council’s Annual Report for 2021/2022, previously circulated to all residents in the April edition of the Brightlingsea and Wivenhoe Chronicle, was received by those present.  

District Councillors:- 
No further reports were submitted.

County Councillor:- 
A  copy of the report from County Councillor Goggin had been submitted to all.  
County Councillor Goggin reported as follows:-

· During the pandemic, Councils such as Essex, Tendring and Brightlingsea, worked together more than ever known before.  Good Councils worked well - Brightlingsea one of the best – the Chairman and Councillors stepped up to the mark during a difficult period.  

· To run Essex County Council it costs £2,000m a year.  We pay our rates and expect to get good value for our rates.  We contribute £717m, however the rates we pay go a long way towards paying for what goes on, there is a dramatic difference between what is spent and what is received.  The biggest expenditure area is Adult Social Care and Children with Special Needs – which equates to £750m a year.  

· Essex County Council have had a big campaign on libraries – they have a commitment to keep all 87 libraries open, to improve them and extend them to community hubs.

· Climate Change – If anyone is interested, please contact either the Clerk or himself.

· Brightlingsea is part of the Freeport Estate.

· Two thirds of Essex County Councils budget is only spent on 17,000 people.  We have more and more people living to a better and longer age, but it does cost the State, the County and District a lot of money.

· Essex County Council are campaigning to end landfill.

· Essex County Council takes education very seriously.  A £7m project has just finished at the Colne Community School, to expand the school and get it ready for the coming years.

County Councillor Goggin added that, a lot of you here today are what makes Brightlingsea fantastic.  Brightlingsea’s biggest asset is not the Essex County Council, the District Council, or the Town Council, it is the volunteers.  Nearly everyone in this room has some way or other carried out volunteering– and that is what makes Brightlingsea a great place to live, raise a family, retire to, in a safe and healthy manner.  

Town Organisations:

Written reports has been received from:-

· Brightlingsea Carnival Association
· Brightlingsea Community Association

· Brightlingsea Co-Op Women’s Guild

· Brightlingsea in Bloom

· Brightlingsea Museum

· Brightlingsea Nature Network and Cobnuts

· Cinque Port Liberty of Brightlingsea

· Guild of Brightlingsea Freeman

· Royal Naval Association – Brightlingsea Branch
· Springmead Gardens

· The Saturday Club
· YMCA

Verbal reports were given from:-

· Women’s Institute – We have 38 members and continue to meet at the YMCA Hall on the first Thursday of the month at 7.15pm.  We also run a craft group, dining out group, theatre group and various other events. 
· Rotary – Are very active and raise a lot of money, especially with Father Christmas and his Sleigh, which runs throughout December.  We support a lot of charities, and have had thanks from Lido, Porridge and Pens and the Cricket Club.  This year we are sponsoring the girls cricket team shirts.  We meet fortnightly at the Cherry Tree.
Steve Houston from the First Responders gave a small presentation on the works of the First Responders.  He said that they are all volunteers, trained by the East of England Ambulance Service to go out and respond to emergency calls.  We go out to the two highest category calls, which are classed as life threatening – cardiac arrest, chest pains/suspected heart attacks, strokes, difficulty in breathing.   He mentioned that all equipment that they purchase, has to be purchased from the Ambulance Service, and paid for by fundraising.  He said that during the pandemic the First Responders were on duty throughout.  From 1.4.21-31.3.22 the Brightlingsea First Responders booked 8,026 hours on call.  They attended 522 calls,  mainly covering Brightlingsea and Thorrington – so it has been a busy year.  We are pleased that we can help people when they most need it.  
The Mayor mentioned that a joint Afternoon Tea Dance was held between the Town Council and the Cinque Port Deputy, where £500.00 was raised.  She then handed over another £160.00 raised from this event.  She then informed the meeting that during her year as Mayor, her charity was the First Responders, and she has raised a further £571.  

A round of applause was given.

05.
TO RECEIVE ANY WRITTEN QUESTIONS:

There were no written questions received.
06.
TO RECEIVE ANY VERBAL QUESTIONS:

There were no verbal questions.  
Councillor Chapman then invited all those present to stay for a glass of wine.
07.
CLOSE OF MEETING:
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.52 p.m. 
Chair ……………………    Date: 23rd March 2023









