BRIGHTLINGSEA TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Meeting held at the Parish Hall, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea

on Tuesday 7th March 2023 at 10.00 am

Present:

Councillors

J Carr (Chairman)
J Chapman (Vice Chairman) 
M Barry, R Morgan and B Smith

Also in Attendance:

Councillors S Hawkins, G Steady
Via Zoom: Councillor Court
Tracey Pulford - Town Clerk/RFO
Terry Hamilton – Grounds Manager (from 10.07am onwards)
F.61
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Councillor Chasney.

F.62
   CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 7TH FEBRUARY 2023, RECEIVED BY COUNCIL ON THE 16TH FEBRUARY 2023:

Councillor Barry proposed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th February 2023 were accepted as a true record. Seconded by Councillor Morgan.  Agreed.

F.63
DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS:

Members were reminded of the requirement to disclose any interest in relation to items on the agenda when these are discussed.  

F.64

RESERVES POLICY:



A copy of the second draft Reserves Policy, as amended at the last meeting, had been circulated to all members.  After discussion it was agreed that this policy would be adopted by Full Council.  


Recommendation: The Reserves Policy, as amended at the last meeting, would be adopted by Full Council.
F.65

RUBBISH / DOG BINS IN THE TOWN:



The Grounds Manager updated members on the bins/dog bins in the town.  He mentioned that some contractors will not take dog waste, only general rubbish.  He also spoke about the list of bins which Tendring District Council had sent through, however there is some dispute over the location and emptying of some of these bins.  Councillor Court suggested that stickers could be placed on the bins, stating that if this bin is overflowing and needs emptying, contact the Town Council, or District Council (depending on who owns and empties that bin).  Councillor Hawkins mentioned the waste collection for Sayers House, and that Veolia are not emptying the bins in the designated area.


Much discussion took place and it was agreed that this item would remain on the Finance Agenda, for monitoring.  Also, our Tendring District Councillors would arrange a meeting with the relevant Officer at the District Council to discuss the issues with the bins (rubbish and dog) and also to discuss the general delivery of the Veolia contracted work in the town.


Recommendation: This item would remain on the Finance Agenda, for monitoring.  Also, our Tendring District Councillors would arrange a meeting with the relevant Officer at the District Council to discuss the issues with the bins (rubbish and dog) and also to discuss the general delivery of the Veolia contracted work in the town.

F.66

THE LOZENGE:
The Grounds Manager updated members that the current pond is in the wrong position, however as the Lozenge is advertised as a Nature Reserve, the pond needs to be moved, to an area as agreed with Roger Tabor.  He then mentioned the quotations received from Rob Butcher and Anglian Water, which would amount to around £3,700.00.  Much discussion took place.  It was then agreed that a sub-committee would be formed to carry out a review, with Councillors Smith and Steady, together with the Grounds Manager.
Recommendation: A sub-committee would be formed to carry out a review, with Councillors Smith and Steady, together with the Grounds Manager.

F.67

ALTERNATIVE SECURITY METHODS AT THE HARD SHELTER:

The Chairman briefed members on the ‘mosquito’ kit, which costs around £500.00.  Much discussion took place, and it was agreed that this would be deferred for further consideration. Also, the Grounds Manager to report all incidents online to the Police, so a reference number is obtained.  The Clerk informed members that the PCSO’s are holding a ‘Street Meet’ at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 14th March between 10am and 11am.
Recommendation: This would be deferred for further consideration. Also, the Grounds Manager to report all incidents online to the Police, so a reference number is obtained.  

F.68

SEAFRONT SHELTER:

Councillor Steady informed members that Tendring District Council have a waiting list of over 40 people for memorial seats/plaques to be installed along the Western Promenade.  He then suggested that maybe these residents could have a plaque, or similar, on the Seafront Shelter once it has been refurbished, the cost of which could go towards the cost of the refurbishment.  After discussion it was agreed that costings would be obtained and presented to the Finance Committee for refurbishment of the shelter, and also the cost of the plaques (or similar).

Recommendation: Costings would be obtained and presented to the Finance Committee for refurbishment of the shelter, and also the cost of the plaques (or similar).

F.69

UPDATE ON WORKS TO HERITAGE PIER:

Councillor Carr briefed members that PortFlair should be carrying out the piling works to the Heritage Pier week commencing 13th or 20th March 2023.  

Councillor Hawkins left the meeting at 11.18am.


Councillor Carr moved, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in order to discuss items of a sensitive nature and items which are commercially confidential, the press and public be excluded.  This was seconded by Councillor Chapman.  Agreed.
F.70
MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 - To discuss the following:  

· Man Shed Lease

F.71

MAN SHED LEASE:



The Chairman briefed members on the Man Shed Scheme, and after discussion it was agreed that Fenn Wright be contacted to ask about the rent which should be charged and that the lease should not be for any more than 6 years.  


Forest School – Grounds Manager updated members and it was agreed that sessions should be charged at £14.00/session.



Recommendation: (1) Fenn Wright are contacted to ask about the rent which should be charged and that the lease should not be for any more than 6 years.  (2) Forest School – the sessions are charged at £14.00/session.

F.72

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:



Date of next meeting confirmed as Tuesday 4th April 2023 at 10.00am.  

F.73
CLOSE OF MEETING:
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 11.40 a.m.      
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