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BRIGHTLINGSEA TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at

The Parish Hall, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea,
on: Thursday 15th December 2022 at 7.00pm.

Present:

Councillors

R Morgan (Deputy Mayor)

M Beckett, J Carr, J Chapman, G Chasney, M Court, 
S Hawkins, M Judson, B Maltby (via Zoom), B Smith and G Steady
In attendance:

Tracey Pulford – Town Clerk
Julie Crittenden – Administrative Assistant
County Councillor Goggin
8 Members of the public

The Deputy Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited all to stay afterwards for a Christmas drink and nibbles.

118.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Apologies received from Councillor Barry.
119.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 17TH NOVEMBER 2022 AND TO CONFIRM AS A CORRECT RECORD:

Councillor Beckett proposed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 17th November 2022 were accepted as a true record. Seconded by Councillor Judson.  Agreed.

120.
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A copy of the Mayor’s Announcements are annexed to the Minutes.  

The Deputy Mayor passed on the Mayor and Lady Mayoress’s best wishes to everyone at the meeting, wishing them all a very Merry Christmas and a Peaceful and Prosperous New Year.  He then informed members that he and his wife attended the Town Carol Service on the 13th December, with Councillors Steady and Chapman.  He mentioned the Christmas Tree Festival, which was a fantastic success, and gave thanks to Councillor Hawkins, the Town Clerk and Administrative Assistant for all their hard work in putting together the Council’s entry.

121.
DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS:

The Deputy Mayor reminded Members to declare interests when necessary.

122.
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THOSE MEMBERS EXAMINING THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE CURRENT PERIOD:

The payments and Accounts for the period ending November 2022 (as shown on the attached appendix) were proposed by Councillor Carr as follows:-
General Account – 19 BACS payments totalling £5,460.06 be authorised for payment.

	Current Account
	£79,180.82

	Business Saver Account
	£68,655.22

	Base Rate Reward Account
	£42,608.57

	Making a total on all accounts
	£190,444.61

	Income to date
	£433,097.61

	Expenditure to date
	£420,304.54

	Employee payments paid for the month of November 
	£21,224.65

	Income for November totalled
	£12,614.67

	Expenditure for November totalled
	£33,971.77



The accounts were then seconded by Councillor Judson.  Agreed. 


The Clerk informed members that changes are still to be made to the various sub totals, following the last finance meeting, however the figures provided by Councillor Carr are correct and up to date.

123.
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE MEETING HELD ON 6TH DECEMBER 2022 AND TO CONFIRM THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN:

Councillor Carr proposed that the Minutes of the Finance and Property Meeting held on the 6th December 2022 are accepted as a true record, and the recommendations (as written below) be accepted.  

· Amendments are made to the 2023/2024 and 2022/2023 budgets and taken to the next meeting on 10.1.23. 

· The £3,000 for the 2022/2023 Covid Related Grants is vired to the Beach Hut Scheme.

· Energy Assessment – if the cost can be reduced to £1,500 the project can be progressed immediately.


The minutes were seconded by Councillor Smith.  Agreed.
124.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 16TH  NOVEMBER AND 1ST DECEMBER 2022 AND TO NOTE PLANNING DECISIONS OF TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCIL:


Councillor Steady proposed that the recommendations in the Minutes of 16th November and 1st December 2022 be agreed by Council, together with the planning decisions from Tendring District Council.  He then mentioned the Changing Places facility which has been approved, which means £100,000 will be spent in the town.

Seconded by Councillor Hawkins.  Agreed. 
125.
TEAMS REPORTS:


Reports from the Facilities, Community and Assets Team and the Environmental and Transport Team had been circulated to all.  

FCA Team – 

The Facilities, Community and Assets report was then accepted by all present, and the following recommendations agreed:-

· A public meeting is arranged February/March 2023.
· The report from Councillor Carr on the Hard is deferred to the next FCA meeting.
· Councillor Morgan would draft a ‘Terms of Reference’ document for the Facilities and Community Assets Team.
ENT Team – Councillor Hawkins briefed members on the 20’s Plenty Scheme and mentioned that the scheme was very well received at the Late-Night Shopping Event.  The ‘wheelie bin’ stickers were also given out.  She then asked about installing the banners and putting one on the War Memorial railings, with the other opposite Mac’s Plaice on the greensward.  The Deputy Mayor asked Councillor Hawkins to liaise with the Grounds Manager over this.  Advertising of the scheme was discussed.
Councillor Chapman joined the meeting at 7.13pm.


The Environment and Transport report was then accepted by all present, 

Welfare & Residents Services - The Welfare & Residents report was accepted by all present.

Tourism – Councillor Chasney briefed members on the Town Guide and thanked the Administrative Assistant for all her hard work in putting together the guide, which should be ready to be distributed early next year.  
126.
BOAT PARK SCHEDULE OF CHARGES FOR 1ST APRIL – 28TH FEBRUARY 2023:


A copy of the schedule of charges from 1st April 2023 had been circulated to all members.  Councillor Morgan briefed members that following consultation with the Harbour Commissioners, the Council levy the charges and the Harbour Commissioners administer it.  He said that the charges represent very good value.  After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Carr that the charges are accepted, seconded by Councillor Chasney.  Agreed.  
127.
UPDATE FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:


Councillor Steady mentioned Levelling Up and Devolution, and that he is to attend a webinar on this.  He added “is it a pre-curser to Unitary Authorities instead of County Councils”.
Councillor Smith mentioned the letter to Ian Taylor and asked if a response had been received?  The Town Clerk replied that she was not aware of any reply.


Councillor Chapman mentioned that at the last full Council Meeting, the new Code of Conduct was passed, and she has given a copy to the Town Clerk to look at and compare with our current set.  She then mentioned that she had received a phone call from Damian Williams of Tendring District Council about the Leisure Village, and they have agreed that the repairs to the site can be carried out over the closed period.  Tendring District Council will also carry out several checks over the closed period including water pressure checks.  They have asked that the Town Council checks our agreement regarding the closed period and the 10 days over the Christmas Period.


The report from the District Councillors was then accepted by all present.
128. 
UPDATE FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GOGGIN:

A copy of County Councillor Goggin’s report had been circulated to all members.  He mentioned that this is his last report of the year and reflected on the amount of work carried out for Brightlingsea for its residents, and the commitment of the council.  
He then reported on the following:-

· Received one request for the Locality Grant, this is for the Gratitude Garden at a cost of £900.00.  The scheme for the bicycle stands, at a cost of £863.00 - is this for 100% funding? Also, the scheme for the Bright Shedders does not list the project or any money that is required.   
· Held the monthly resident’s clinic at the Library on Tuesday.  It was brought to his attention that the batteries for Vaping are not recycled.  

· Asked by Councillor Morgan to give details on Active Essex and have sent through these details.

· Thanks to Councillor Steady for mentioning Devolution.  

Norfolk and Essex have signed up and the four options available to Essex are:- (1) do nothing; (2) Low level light touch, which is already going on; (3) Fuller devolution and (4) Manchester have full Devolution, but you need an elected Mayor to go with this.  Essex  County Council do not see enough benefit for our residents, however we are in the early stages of negotiations and cannot see anything happening in the next 4 years.

· At the recent Corporate Scrutiny Committee, it was mentioned that we need 12% more in the Social Services budget just to provide the same service. 

· Attended the Place Scrutiny Committee meeting at County Hall.
· At the moment, 55 lorries are going out gritting the roads on a daily basis.  
Councillors asked the following questions:-

Councillor Hawkins asked if  County Councillor Goggin will support the 20’s Plenty Scheme.  County Councillor Goggin replied that he will but would like to be engaged in the scheme.  Councillor Hawkins said that it is a voluntary scheme and asked if he would take it back to Essex for our residents.  

Councillor Hawkins asked if there was any outcome on Dial-a-Ride?  County Councillor Goggin replied that he did not know much about this, and it came from a Great Bentley resident.  He then briefed members on the scheme.

129.
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Q1) Item 15 on County Councillor Goggin’s report – Essex County Council created the perfect storm, by closing all the nursing homes, and now there is a back log at the hospitals.

This comment was noted.

Q2) Would like to thank the Council for all the work carried out during the year, it is much appreciated.

Councillor Morgan thanked the resident for her kind comments. 

Q3) How many pedestrians have been killed or injured in Brightlingsea?

A3) County Councillor Goggin replied that the Police records are not always correct.  However, the last time he checked, the last person was killed outside of Brightlingsea.  There has been nothing in Brightlingsea in 30 years.  

Q4) Thanks to the Council for its support with the redevelopment of the basketball court on the Western Promenade.

Councillor Morgan thanked the resident for his comments. 

Q5) The charges for the boat park – last year there was a 50% increase.  What other sites did you look at which are similar to Brightlingsea?  Also, what improvements were made to the site?

A5) Councillor Carr replied that all sites in Brightlingsea had been looked at, which offer a similar facility, including Morgan Marine, Park & Ride, Colne Yacht Club, Sailing Club, Titchmarsh Marina and other Marinas in the area – all the prices were way off the scale.  Improvements include the fence, which cost £30,000 – and other improvements are due around the Hard area.
130.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:


Agreed that the Fresh Air Festival can use the grass area next to the Lido, on the Western promenade, on the 10th September 2023, subject to usual terms and conditions.  


Councillor Morgan wished all Councillors and Residents a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

131.     
CLOSE OF MEETING:

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.45 p.m.
Chair ……………………









Date: 19th January 2023
