9

BRIGHTLINGSEA TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at

The Parish Hall, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea,
on: Wednesday 20th July 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present:

Councillors

M Barry (Mayor)

R Morgan (Deputy Mayor)

M Beckett, J Carr, J Chapman, G Chasney, 

M Court, S Hawkins, M Judson, B Maltby
and G Steady
Via Zoom:

Councillor B Smith
In attendance:

Tracey Pulford – Town Clerk

County Councillor Goggin
7 Members of the public
41.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENSCE: 

None were received.
42.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 15TH JUNE 2022 AND TO CONFIRM AS A CORRECT RECORD:

Councillor Maltby proposed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 15th June 2022 were accepted as a true record. Seconded by Councillor Chapman. Agreed.

43.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21ST JUNE 2022 AND TO CONFIRM AS A CORRECT RECORD:

Councillor Morgan proposed that the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on the 21st June 2022 were accepted as a true record. Seconded by Councillor Carr. Agreed.

44.
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A copy of the Mayor’s Announcements is annexed to the Minutes.  
The Mayor said that this had been another busy month, with the highlights being some formal occasions and some enjoyable festive occasions - Mayor of Sandwich Visit, attending the Tendring Hundred Show and the Regatta & Carnival, where we had our own Council float taking part in the carnival.  All the events showed the town at its best and it was a pleasure to attend.  The stall at the Tendring Hundred Show was very well put together, so thank you to the ‘Comms Team’ for that.  The Town Organisations that attended were also very professional in their presentation, and we received a lot of positive feedback from that day.  The Regatta and Carnival was a very good show case for the town, it was well organised, the weather helped, with fantastic attendances.  The VIP’s who attended these events had nothing but praise for the town, for our facilities, our coastline and engaging and welcoming population.  Thanks to everyone for their involvement, which showed the town at its best.
45.
DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS:

The Mayor reminded Members to declare interests when necessary.

46.
TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF INVOICES FOR JUNE 2022:

The payments and Accounts for the period ending April, May and June 2022 (as shown on the attached appendix) were proposed by Councillor Chapman as follows: -
General Account – 32 BACS payments totalling £12,881.12 be authorised for payment.

April 2022

	Current Account
	£88,493.94

	Business Saver Account
	£68,650.52

	Base Rate Reward Account
	£42,606.00

	Making a total on all accounts
	£199,750.46

	Income to date
	£135,367.37

	Expenditure to date
	£113,268.45

	Employee payments paid for the month of April 
	£14,453.26


May 2022

	Current Account
	£29,171.95

	Business Saver Account
	£68,650.52

	Base Rate Reward Account
	£42,606.37

	Making a total on all accounts
	£140,428.84

	Income to date
	£167,447.27

	Expenditure to date
	£204,669.97

	Employee payments paid for the month of May 
	£14,092.63

	Income for May totalled
	£32,079.90

	Expenditure for May totalled
	£91,401.52


June 2022

	Current Account
	£12,824.21

	Business Saver Account
	£38,650.52

	Base Rate Reward Account
	£42,606.71

	Making a total on all accounts
	£94,081.44

	Income to date
	£173,933.06

	Expenditure to date
	£257,503.16

	Employee payments paid for the month of June 
	£14,381.84

	Income for June totalled
	£6,485.79

	Expenditure for June totalled
	£52,833.19



The accounts were then seconded by Councillor Carr.  Agreed. 


Councillor Steady asked when the S106 monies from Tendring District Council, totalling £62,000 is due to be received.  The Clerk replied that this was received in July.

47.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 30th JUNE AND 14TH JULY 2022 AND TO NOTE PLANNING DECISIONS OF TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCIL:


Councillor Steady proposed that the recommendations in the Minutes of 30th June and 14th July 2022 be agreed by Council, together with the planning decisions from Tendring District Council.  Seconded by Councillor Hawkins.  Agreed. 
48.
TEAMS REPORTS:


Facilities, Community and Assets Team – Councillor Morgan briefed members that the FCA Team had met on the 8th July, and he briefed on the following: - 

· The Lakeside Caravan Park refurbishment is coming on well and is due to open soon.   
· Item 4, bullet point 2 – Mr Sawyer has now spoken to the Harbour Commissioners and the issue has been resolved.

Councillor Steady mentioned the Western Promenade and spoke about the Fresh Air Festival, and that a press release will be circulated shortly.  He also mentioned the Paddle Wheel Aerator that had been ordered and installed at the Boating Lake to help with the algae situation.  The Mayor said that the Council must commend Terry for getting up at 1am for three nights, to open the sluices to get water in and out of the lake.  He said that more samples of water have today been sent off for testing.  Councillor Court asked if the ‘shared cycling’ along the Western Promenade is going to go out to consultation and when did the meeting take place re Batemans Tower Café?  Councillor Steady replied that cycling along the Promenade was mentioned at the Beach Hut Association meeting, and Tendring District Council are trialling the ‘shared space’ in Harwich.  He added that he is not aware of the date of the meeting for Batemans Tower Café.  After discussion it was agreed that the ‘shared space’ for cycling along the Western Promenade is taken back to the next FCA meeting.
Councillor Chapman advised members that last Friday at Cabinet a discussion took place on red lines, and Tendring District Council will not recommend red lines unless it is desperate to do so.  She said that if you stop at a roundabout, traffic lights or zebra crossing, if there are red lines you can be fined as it is ‘no stopping’ for anything.  
Councillor Barry briefed on the Lido, and that yesterday they had an opening event with members from the Catalyst Charity from Colchester, who provided £11,000 to purchase and install a hoist to facilitate access by people with a disability or poor mobility.  It is up and working and has been used already.  

Councillor Maltby mentioned the cycling strategy and that she has arranged a Zoom meeting with Sustrans, on the 8th August, to see what help and advice they can give.


Environment and Transport Team – Councillor Barry briefed members on the following: - 

· The transport sub-committee had had some progress on potholes.  

· Discussions were held on the Community Allotment, and it was agreed that it would be handed back to the Council so they can offer it to someone on the waiting list, however, there have been further developments and they would like to refer this back to the team for further consideration.

· Dog Fouling Scheme – Councillor Court mentioned the ‘dog mess tasks’ as written on the report; however he said it would be difficult to change something when you do not have the powers to do so.  Councillor Chapman mentioned the Bloom Initiative, where children made posters about dog mess, and the dangers it can cause.  She said that this had a huge impact, and wondered if the Council could look at redeveloping a poster?  Councillor Barry said maybe this could be looked at, with a possible launch and blitz in September.  
· Nature Recovery Sites – A meeting was held with two Wivenhoe Town Councillors and a local resident of Wivenhoe on Tuesday.  It was a very positive meeting, where an exchange of information was given, we looked round some of their sites, and we can script some of their signage and background information.  We have another meeting scheduled for 21st September in Springmead Gardens, where a talk will be given by Roger Tabor and Professor Gibson from Wivenhoe, about the whole initiative.  Councillor Maltby mentioned that Wivenhoe produced a booklet which explained why wildflowers are so important and has a copy if anyone wishes to see it.
Councillor Steady briefed members on a ‘walk, scoot, bike, park and stride’ initiative.  

Welfare and Residents Services – Councillor Chapman mentioned that the meeting we were asked to host was nothing to do with the council, we were asked to be a neutral party.
Communication and Tourism – Councillor Barry said that the events of the town over the last month speak for themselves.  The ‘Team’ has been very active, and we pay tribute to you all for such a great effort.  He said that you have all done a fantastic job and made everything work for the town.
49.
UPDATE FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:


Councillor Chapman – Today I sat on the Community Fund Panel, which is the first round of spending of £300,000.  We allocated £185,000 to organisations, 37 people applied in this round, however it is subject to call in at Tendring.  The second round will start in September.

Councillor Steady mentioned that in the Environmental Report by the Portfolio Holder at Full Council EV charging points were mentioned, and certain things were highlighted i.e., the cost, technology moving along quite quickly and the possibility of Hydrogen cars taking over from electric.  He said that if electric charging points were installed in car parks, you would probably have to have a 15-year contract, but within that time would technology supersede what is there.  Councillor Chasney mentioned the Visit Essex seminar he attended last month, and one of the most important factors in bringing tourism into your town is having electric charging facilities.  Councillor Smith mentioned that at the new Morrisons in Clacton, they have a very impressive array of chargers.  He also mentioned that at the Marina, they are looking at the opportunity for electric chargers in the underground car park, and that he still has not heard back from the Co-Op/Fiveways Store about them installing electric charging points.  Councillor Maltby mentioned that Wivenhoe Town Council are happy to send through some information to Councillor Court on ‘Charge My Street’.

Councillor Court mentioned Councillor Chapman’s report and the item on Bellfield Close.  He asked ‘do we have a position on this, or should we?’  Councillor Chapman replied that Tendring District Council carried out a survey, similar to that which the Town Council did, they employed the services of a local planner, and looked at all the areas of land they owned and looked at what could be developed.  It looks like only 8 sites can be developed - Dover Road already has planning permission, however Bellfield Close is Protected Open Space.  It will take 3 years to get developers in to see if they would build on this area - Tendring District Council will not build themselves, they will sell the land to developers.  However, the feedback given was that it was highly unlikely, however they scored us as having Anti-Social Behaviour there, and anywhere with ASB on open space, they want to develop.  She said, ‘watch this space’.  She has a copy of the documents and will give a copy to the Town Clerk to copy the relevant part on Brightlingsea.
Councillor Barry gave an update on the Sports Centre.  He said that he has been chasing the Sigma Trust and has now heard back that the works are underway, and they are looking at completing the works for the Astro turf, gym roof and sports hall roof by the beginning of September.  He is hoping to put together some sort of package to re-launch the community access.  

50. 
UPDATE FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GOGGIN:

A copy of County Councillor Goggin’s report had been circulated to all members.  He said that this is the second month he has presented his notes in this format, whereby all five Councils receive the same notes, and the items highlighted are specific for Brightlingsea, but there may be other things going on in other areas that you need to know about.  He mentioned, on a personal note, the Regatta and Carnival, and in particular Graham Chasney, who put together a package, put together the sponsorship as well as many other things.  He said that he should be congratulated as they start the year with more money than they ended with last year.  A round of applause was given to Councillor Chasney.
He then reported on the following: -
· The potholes in the High Street have been filled.
· The pothole initiative – have three potholes to ‘go in’ for Brightlingsea, currently waiting for one more from St Osyth.

· The Local Highways Panel met, and a big discussion took place on the Highway Rangers.  The Local Highways Panel are trying to extend the powers and roles they play.
· Item 14 - the report on the termination of the Basildon Contract and the joint municipal disposal of rubbish, as opposed to going to landfill.  The site was built and commissioned but never lived up to the expectation of Essex County Council, so they did not pay any bills.  They were taken to court and awarded £9M of expenses.  We are now 7 years down the line and now must come up with another scheme.

· Item 7 – attended the Full Council meeting where the pylon system through Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex was discussed.  Currently the recommended route is to build 800 pylons from Norwich to London, going underground at Dedham.  He suggested that the route goes underwater along the coastline. 
· 18,000 new adult members joined the libraries in Essex.

· Attending a meeting with Lee Scott tomorrow regarding Bellfield Avenue.

Councillors asked the following questions: -
Councillor Carr – (1) If you are not here, how can we scrutinise you as our County Councillor? (2) Cockle License – Understand some licenses have been issued to Brightlingsea people. How many?  County Councillor Goggin replied that Brightlingsea comes under Manningtree, Harwich, and the only people who have had their licenses renewed for 30 years are those who already held them.  Councillor Carr then asked about item 1, and how can we scrutinise you if you are not here?  The mayor replied that he has already engaged a conversation with County Councillor Goggin and he and the Town Clerk will follow this up outside of the meeting.  County Councillor Goggin said that for two hours a month he must be in the same place at the same time and briefed members on his dilemma.  
Councillor Judson – Under which criteria were the potholes dealt with?  County Councillor Goggin replied that there is a matrix decision on potholes.  He said it is graded 1-4 on where it is and how many people it would affect and 1-4 on how dangerous it really is.  He said that the Highway Officers came out and looked at the holes, and they said it that they did not meet the criteria, however after advising about the carnival route, they were filled immediately.  Councillor Chapman said that she saw the engineers at the holes, but they were not going to be filled, however when she advised them that when the first child falls down the holes, and injures themselves, it will be Essex County Council that will be sued.  They were filled in very quickly after that.
Councillor Judson said that this council passed a resolution that we wanted County Councillor Goggin to attend meetings, and it is the duty of the leadership of the council to facilitate this.

Councillor Maltby asked how the Surgery at the Library went?  County Councillor Goggin replied that it went very well and had four people attend.  

Councillor Court asked about the bridge repair request that had been reported by the Office.  The repairs were meant to be completed by the end of July; and asked if he knows if they have been completed yet?  County Councillor Goggin replied that he was contacted by the Council, and they contacted the Highways Rangers who are run by Tendring District Council.  He was unaware of when the work is due to take place.  Councillor Court mentioned the alleyway between Duke Street and Nelson Street, which he and a group of residents cleared of weeds, as it was unusable.  He said that other footpaths/alleyways need attention too, who would help with this.  County Councillor Goggin replied that the Highways Rangers can carry out this work on behalf of Essex County Councillor.  A discussion took place on the Highways Rangers, and it was agreed that an update would be given to the next Transport meeting.  
51.
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:


Q1) With all the fires happening in a lot of places, do we have an Emergency Plan for the Town?
A1) Councillor Chapman replied that we have an Emergency Plan, and it has just been updated for ‘heat’. 

Q2) Before Covid, all authorities declared a Climate Change Emergency.  At Tendring District Council, they were having consultants in.  When was their report finished and have they implemented the recommendations?  Also how many electric vehicles have Tendring District Council got?

A2) Councillor Barry replied that a comprehensive report was produced, and they put forward proposals that were various levels of spend.  They had some immediate fixes, i.e. LED’s in all their offices, looking at their energy usage.  Medium level fixes include looking at their fleet of vehicles and changing them over to electric.  They did have a 5-year plan, and the report cost around £120,000, however the overall costs of the measures approach the millions.  One of the recommendations was to install a solar farm in the Harwich area.  There is a report available.
Q3) Recently read that the Town Council are considering purchasing electric bikes.  These bikes are made in Taiwan, however there is local firm in Milton Keynes.  Please consider using the local firm if you do purchase these bikes.

A4) Would like to ask County Councillor Goggin, under his item 15, if the Mill Street Quiet Lane could be reignited as there is a new petition about this.  

A4) County Councillor Goggin replied that these are members brochures, No. 15, has already been sent three times to various residents of Mill Street.  Much discussion took place over the petition and the Mayor suggested that a meeting of interested parties is conveyed and that the information is exchanged.  
52.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

01. Agreed that LJ Fitness Personal Trainer can use the ‘safe play’ area on the Western Promenade for an outside fitness class, either on a Tuesday or Thursday evening, subject to our usual terms and conditions.

02. Agreed that a letter would be sent to beach hut owners (site owned by Brightlingsea Town Council) to clarify items (as written on the report).  Letter to be signed by the Town Clerk.
03. Agreed that a letter would be sent to residents and businesses in Station Road, seeking views for double yellow lines (as written on the report).  Letter to be signed by the Town Clerk.

04. Agreed that a local resident can hold a children’s party on Lower Park Playing Fields on Saturday 13th August 2022, between 11am and 1pm, with approximately 15 children aged 10, with full adult supervision.  Usual terms and conditions would apply; however, as it is a private event, they would have full responsibility if any accident was to occur.

County Councillor Goggin mentioned item 1 on the Highways report and that he had responded direct to the resident about this.

Councillor Morgan moved, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in order to discuss items of a sensitive nature and items which are commercially confidential, the press and public be excluded.  This was seconded by Councillor Chapman.     Agreed.
53.
MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 –To discuss the following: - 

· Property Update
54.     
PROPERTY UPDATE:


Platinum Square Councillor Morgan briefed members that a topographical survey is required at a cost of £825.00.  After discussion it was agreed that the survey is carried out.  A discussion took place on the condition of the Hard, and it was agreed that this would be discussed at the next FCA meeting.

Land Registry update Councillor Morgan briefed members and after discussion it was agreed that no further action would be taken.  
55.     
CLOSE OF MEETING:

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.28 pm.
Chair ……………………









Date: 18th August 2022
