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BRIGHTLINGSEA TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at

The Parish Hall, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea,
on: Wednesday 15th June 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present:

Councillors

M Barry (Mayor)

R Morgan (Deputy Mayor)

J Chapman, M Court, M Judson, 
B Maltby, B Smith and G Steady
In attendance:

Tracey Pulford – Town Clerk

County Councillor Goggin
10 Members of the public
21.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENSCE: 

Apologies were received from Councillors Beckett, Carr, Chasney and Hawkins.
22.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 19TH MAY 2022 AND TO CONFIRM AS A CORRECT RECORD:

Councillor Chapman proposed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 19th May 2022 were accepted as a true record. Seconded by Councillor Court. Agreed.

23.
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A copy of the Mayor’s Announcements is annexed to the Minutes.  
The Mayor mentioned that this has been a very hectic time with the 4 days of Jubilee Celebrations.  He mentioned that he and the mayoress had been particularly moved and impressed by staff during their visits to local care homes; going to the street parties and dancing at the tea dance had been hugely enjoyable.  
24.
DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS:

The Mayor reminded Members to declare interests when necessary.

25.
TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF INVOICES FOR JUNE 2022:


Councillor Steady informed members that due to still working on the year end figures, it has not been possible to prepare the end of April and May 2022 statement.  Therefore, he proposed that 40 payments totalling £46,351.51 be authorised for payment.  Seconded by Councillor Morgan.  Agreed.
26.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 20TH APRIL, 18TH MAY AND 1ST JUNE 2022 AND TO NOTE PLANNING DECISIONS OF TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCIL:


Councillor Steady proposed that the recommendations in the Minutes of 20th April, 18th May and 1st June  2022 be agreed by Council, together with the planning decisions from Tendring District Council.  Seconded by Councillor Judson.  Agreed. 

27.
TO ADOPT THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE PLANNING COMMITTEE:


Councillor Steady proposed that the Town Council adopts the Terms of Reference for the Planning Committee.  Seconded by Councillor Chapman.  Agreed.

28.
TEAMS REPORTS:


The Mayor briefed members of the public that there has been a restructuring of how the Council operates.  He said that we used to have CCC’s (Council Contact and Coordinators), however at the last meeting members voted for a new system of working and have replaced 13 CCC’s with 4 Teams.  


Facilities, Community and Assets Team – Councillor Barry informed members that this team covers the Hard, Harbour and the Western Promenade.


Councillor Steady mentioned a presentation that was compiled a year ago on the Western Promenade, and that this has now been updated and will be presented to the Beach Hut Association at its meeting next Tuesday 21st June at 7pm at the Community Centre.  Councillor Court asked for the presentation to be e-mailed to all Councillors.


Environment and Transport Team – Councillor Barry updated members that he had received an e-mail from Ian Taylor of Tendring District Council on charging points.  He said that TDC are looking at three sites in Brightlingsea – Victoria Place Car Park, on the Western Promenade near the toilets and the Tower Street Car Park, the quickest would be in the Victoria Place Car Park as the infrastructure is here.  Councillor Judson mentioned the roads, and that there are many potholes in the town that need attention.  Councillor Barry mentioned that he had taken photos of the potholes in Ladysmith Avenue and the High Street, and had sent them to Lee Scott, Portfolio Holder for Roads and the Chairman and Vice Chairman of County Council, with a copy to County Councillor Goggin.  He had received a reply from Lee Scott that he would send Officers to look at them, as soon as possible.  The town Clerk informed members that the Administrative Assistant has reported the six potholes in Ladysmith Avenue and when checking the website, there is no update available.

Welfare and Residents Services – Councillor Chapman informed members that a meeting is scheduled for next Tuesday 21st June. 

Communication and Tourism – Nothing to update.
Councillor Steady mentioned the Jubilee, and that he has received good comments on the SkateJam and the sports events held on the Bayard Recreation Ground, and when are we holding another similar event?  Councillor Barry replied that the Administrative Assistant is working on a ‘feature’ of Jubilee events for the website, on all council funded and organised events.   
29.
UPDATE FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:


Councillor Chapman – Attended the All members Briefing last night, on the Summer Plan.  Following this meeting there was a public meeting with the Fire Brigade and the Police.  It was a very good meeting, and Roger Hurst was asked if he would support the policy for e-scooters.  He replied that he will not support it, nor will Essex Police.  Acting Inspector Martin Richards reported that if they stop someone on an e-scooter, who is under the age of 17, they are taken home with a warning, the 2nd time the e-scooter is confiscated, the 3rd time they are taken to Juvenile Court.  If they are over 17, they are immediately taken to court.  Tendring District Council are in the process of designing posters with Essex Police, and we should receive a copy shortly.  The Police reported that they are confiscating around 5 a month, Tendring District Council has withdrawn from the scheme, however Colchester still rent them out.  Councillor Smith said that there was a recent article in the Sunday Times stating that the law is going to be changed to allow e-scooters.  Councillor Chapman replied that it is going through Parliament now, however there is very little support for it to go through.  She then informed members that the Police are coming to Brightlingsea on the 8th August for a walk round, with Inspectors etc.  They are also looking to hold a ‘Day of Action’ working with the Marine Police, Parking Partnerships etc, and will be going round ticketing and clamping anti-social parking.


Councillor Morgan asked if the Sports Centre ever received any funding from Tendring District Council?  Councillor Barry responded that Tendring District Council had allocated £12,500 to the Brightlingsea Sports Centre to assist with the formation of clubs, societies and groups that were necessary in order to make block reservations.  He had e-mailed Mike Carran for an update, and to ask if anyone had taken up the offer.  The response was ‘no’.  There is a lot of work going on at the Sports Centre with a new roof on the main hall, and a new astroturf pitch over the summer.  Access to the building is limited due to the buildings works, and the suggestion is that the centre is closed over the summer and is relaunched and reopened in September with new facilities and more access for clubs and organisations.  Have also been advised that the funding will be carried over until September.
30. 
UPDATE FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GOGGIN:

County Councillor Goggin congratulated the Mayor on his first business meeting, since being elected as Mayor.

A copy of County Councillor Goggin’s report had been circulated to all members.  He then reported on the following:-
· The big meeting that took place on Monday 14th June – will be detailed on next month’s list, however discussions took place on the electric pylons.  Essex is joining with Suffolk and Norfolk to oppose these, and the preferred route is a sea route.
· Ukraine Refugees – Essex has 900 sponsors, and 2,000 refugees are down to be coming to Essex.  

· Devolution – There is a new Government White Paper, which is now in circulation.
· Essex County Council are looking to get more control over Transport, especially the buses.

· Essex County Council are looking at all the property they own and use.  A good example is that County Hall is now only a third in use, 2/3rds of it is mothballed.  It is thought that it would never be used as it was before Covid, so they are looking at alternatives. 

· Looking at the capital spending budget, and whether long-term borrowing to do capital projects is a worthwhile thing.

· Library – had a new initiative over the last 12 months, and some 18,000 new adult members have joined the library.  They are looking at giving free library tickets to year 7 and above.

· Levelling up funds –50% of the grants have been taken to go into a group pot.
· First meeting since Ride London, which was well run. 

· Roger Hurst has reported that it looks like at the end of this week they will have more policeman than they have had for 20 years.  They have recruited 900 new policemen.

· Kent and Essex Fisheries – two people in Brightlingsea have cockle licenses.
· Pleased to endorse a grant application for The Music Festival, who have been awarded a grant of £5,000.
The following questions were asked by Councillors:-

Councillor Chapman – Is the Members Pothole Initiative the same as last time?  County Councillor Goggin replied that it is slightly different, but the same concept.  As a member I have 18 potholes to look at, in my area.  They are not doing laminations; it is nothing to do with pavements or kerbs.  He said that he has already spoken to Lee Scott, and the potholes in Ladysmith Avenue are already on the list.  The concept is that this is the route that the Carnival will take.  
31.
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:


Q1) Bearing in mind the high tides we have had this week, could you please advise who you have included from the Leisure Village in the Flood Warning Scheme run by the Council?  This is a follow up to the meeting held with Tendring District Council and Brightlingsea Town Council.

A1) Councillor Chapman replied that Janet has been included in the Emergency Plan.  If it needs changing, please let us know.


Q2) Is it possible to have a waste bin reinstated near to Wine Well/YMCA, as it disappeared sometime ago. 

A2) The Mayor replied that a request would be sent to Tendring District Council for a replacement.


Q3) Some time ago it was mentioned that extra bins would be placed along the Promenade.  Is this going to happen?


A3) Councillor Steady replied that six extra wheelie bins were installed two weeks ago.


Q4) Does Essex County Council know where Brightlingsea is?  


A4) County Councillor Goggin replied that he would send over a picture of the members room, which includes brochures from every District.  There are posters displayed advertising the Music Festival, Open Gardens, together with the Town Guide.  At the last full Council meeting all 75 members had a copy of the Town Guide.


Q5) The review of the governance of Brightlingsea Town Council, appendix a R19 states – Brightlingsea Town Council should develop an initial implementation plan within six weeks of the report which should be shared with the monitoring officer of Tendring District Council. They should also report on their progress in implementing this action plan to the monitoring officer in 6 months and again in 12 months after the date of this report – will you let the public know when this has happened? 

A5) The Mayor replied that in the Councils response to that report, we had already put in measures to address some of the issues raised and are looking to deal with each and every one of them.  We will update Tendring Officers after 6 and 12 months, and it will be made public, as was our response to the report.

Q6) On the notes of the Environmental Team it mentions the community allotment.  Who is paying for this?  Also, it is very overgrown with weeds etc. 

A6) The Mayor replied that payment will be made from his Mayors Allowance.  He said that this plot came out of an initiative, and the leader of the group has had a knee operation and is unable to lead the group at the moment.  It is the first time we have ever tried this scheme.

Q7) Councillor Steady met with someone from Brightlingsea Haven Limited – will you be reporting to full council or in private? Would you be prepared to divulge your findings by e-mail?


A7) Councillor Steady replied that this would be discussed under Part B, however he had e-mailed Janet.  He said that the Management of the Park have a meeting with Tendring District Council tomorrow to go over the report, which you have already had consultation over.  

The member of the public asked if Brightlingsea Haven Limited have any long-term plans?  Councillor Steady replied that they have an on-site maintenance team, and they aim to stay on site until everything is brought up to standard at both the Leisure Village and the Lakeside Caravan Park.   


Q8) Do Brightlingsea Town Council think people should  be hygienic when using the Bayard Recreation Ground?

A8) The Mayor replied yes.  The resident asked why are the toilets not open?  The Mayor replied that the Council has tried to answer this question several times, and this is not in the remit of the Council.  Unless we get public toilets that are governed by Tendring District Council, we cannot open the toilets with the resources that we have.  Councillor Chapman added that when visiting other playgrounds in Essex, very few have public toilets.  

Post meeting note:

Public Conveniences, the Law and relevant existing local authority powers


There is no requirement under law for a town or parish council to provide toilets indeed Section 87 of the Public Health Act 1936 gives local authorities a power to provide toilets but imposes no duty to do so.  The lack of compulsion of local authorities to provide public toilets has inevitably led to a patchwork of standards and availability of public toilets across the country which has been exacerbated by ongoing reductions in local governance finance from Central Government.  Many councils have also used the DDA (now Equality Act 2010) to close public toilets rather than upgrade them to the necessary specifications.

32.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

01. Councillor Smith declared an interest in this item.  

After discussion it was agreed that Environmental Health would be contacted to find out the correct position on Feral Cats.  Also, Councillor Chapman would contact BFCP direct.
02. Agreed that a bouncy castle can be placed on the Lower Park Playing fields on 16th July and 20th August 2022.  A copy of the necessary insurances etc would be needed.  Regarding the 16th July event, the bouncy castle would need to be fenced off – due to parking for the Carnival/Regatta.
03. Agreed that four tables and chairs could be placed inside the gardens (Gandergoose Green) for a wedding reception on 13th August 2022, if permission is granted from TDC for the road closure.

04. Councillor Chapman declared an interest in this item.
Agreed the Regatta & Carnival can use Lower Park Playing Fields for overflow parking.
05. Agreed the Sailing Club can use the Lower Park Playing Fields for camping over the 24th and 25th September 2022.  Regarding the request for the 26th to 29th August – the Lower Park Playing Fields is already booked out by a Caravan Club.  Regarding the August event, it was agreed that an update should be available by the end of the month regarding the Lakeside Caravan Club.
06. Agreed the Carnival lines up on the Western Promenade, instead of Lower Park Playing Fields.


Councillor Barry moved, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in order to discuss items of a sensitive nature and items which are commercially confidential, the press and public be excluded.  This was seconded by Councillor Chapman.     Agreed.

33.
MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 –To discuss the following:- 

· Property Update
· Update on Beach Hut Redevelopment
34.     
PROPERTY UPDATE:


Brightlingsea Leisure Village – A copy of a report had been circulated to all members.   A discussion took place.


Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners Licence Agreement  - A copy of the draft licence and a report from the FCA Committee had been circulated to all members.  Councillor Morgan briefed members and after discussion it was agreed that the report with the amendments to the license would be sent to the Council’s solicitors to be incorporated into the agreement.

35.
UPDATE ON BEACH HUT REDEVELOPMENT :


Councillor Smith briefed members that the Council had employed James Lawson to carry out a review of council assets and land, to maximise our assets.  The Council previously decided to take the beach hut proposal further.  In consultation with James Lawson, pre-application discussions are needed with Tendring District Council in the first instance.  He then proposed to endorse the fees for James Lawson, to take the project further.  Councillor Chapman mentioned that as this is financial, it should be taken to a finance meeting in the first instance.  It was then agreed to make this an agenda item at the finance meeting being held on the 21st June 2022.
Batemans Tower Café – Councillor Steady informed members that he and Councillor Morgan had had a meeting with Lisa and the Architect, Tim Snow.  A discussion took place.
36.     
CLOSE OF MEETING:

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.35 pm.
Chair ……………………









Date: 20th July  2022
