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BRIGHTLINGSEA TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at

The Parish Hall, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea, 
on: Thursday 17th March 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present:

Councillors

J Chapman (Mayor)

M Barry (Deputy Mayor)

M Beckett, J Carr, G Chasney,  
M Court, S Hawkins,  B Maltby, 
R Morgan, and B Smith 
Via Zoom:

Councillor G Steady
In attendance:

Tracey Pulford – Town Clerk

County Councillor Goggin
7 Members of the public

Before the meeting started, the Mayor asked Members to join in a minutes silence for the people of Ukraine.

167.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: To receive apologies from Councillor Judson.
168.
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17TH FEBRUARY 2022 AND TO CONFIRM AS A CORRECT RECORD:

Councillor Carr proposed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 17th February 2022 were accepted as a true record.  Seconded by Councillor Hawkins.  Agreed.  
169.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A copy of the Mayor’s Announcements is annexed to the Minutes.  
The Mayor thanked Councillors Court and Steady for attending the Commonwealth Service on Monday 14th March.  She said that it was embarrassing that only 3 councillors were in attendance when there were 8 members of the Cinque Port Liberty and 4 students from the Colne School.  She also thanked the staff for attending.  She mentioned that Councillor Court is going to get together a diary to publicise events.  She also asked members to get in their reports for the Annual Town Meeting, as the Clerk needs them next week, and it is a legal requirement for the Town Council to hold this meeting.

170.
DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS:  
The Mayor reminded Members to declare interests when necessary.
171. 
UPDATE FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GOGGIN:


County Councillor Goggin said that Councillor Judson is not here as he has Covid.

A copy of County Councillor Goggin’s report had been circulated to all members.  He then reported on the following:-
· Levelling Up is a Government Initiative and is aimed at two strands of people.  There is a lot of money going around, and as Brightlingsea is so well catered for, there will be little money coming this way.  
· Attended an event at Clacton Library, where they have installed a literacy corner, which is for juniors and adults who are struggling to read.  This scheme will be coming to Brightlingsea soon.
· The tree near to Vine House, which came down during the storm, has been removed. 
· The Library Consultation – Around 2,000 people took part in the consultation, which is down on the last survey.  50% of those people who responded are non users of the Library.  They are discussing giving all children, year 7 and below, a library ticket.

· Delighted to report that the funding for the Billy Goat has been successful.

· Attended the Police Training Day at the Colne Yacht Club.  When asked by the Police to find a venue, the Colne Yacht Club were happy to help, with  no charge, thanks go to the Colne Yacht Club.  Thanks also to the Mayor and Linda McWilliams who also attended, and gave a talk to the attendees, which was very well received.  It was a great opportunity to speak to the local police.

· The Zebra Crossing outside the Colne School is now in place.  It will be interesting to see the children use it.  The next steps are to do the pavement and road repairs around the area.  On Spotted recently, one particular pot hole was brought to our attention, once I knew about it, I contacted Essex County Council at 11am, and by 3pm the hole was filled.  
· Sports Centre – at the last two meetings I was asked to use my influence over the closure of the centre.  I did speak to the Leader, Deputy Leader, Portfolio Holder, Mike Carran and members of staff at the school.  He understands that at a meeting on Monday night a pot of money has been made available, and believes it is £25,000 to help with the transition period.
The following Councillors asked questions to County Councillor Goggin:

Councillor Carr – Understand you attending a Freeport Status meeting.  County Councillor Goggin replied no, he did not attend.  The Mayor replied that Councillor Steady is representing Brightlingsea at these meetings, however he was unable to attend this one.  
Councillor Smith mentioned pot holes, and groups of pot holes in Church Road.  He said that once people know those pot holes are there, they avoid them by moving into the middle of the road.  When you have a group of pot holes in the road, they become extremely dangerous as the traffic avoids them, this is not part of the criteria as classification of urgency.  In your role on the Scrutiny Committee, you could mention this and it could save lives.  County Councillor Goggin replied that the last time this was the case, was outside Autosmith Garage.  The procedure is that if you come across a pot hole, report it to Essex County Council.  However there is an emergency line, which can be found at the top of the report it page.  Once an engineer visits, and decides that the hole is an emergency, they cannot leave the site until it has been filled and made safe.  Councillor Smith replied that individually these are not an emergency, but collectively they are an emergency.  County Councillor Goggin replied that he will speak to the engineers.

Councillor Morgan mentioned the School Crossing, and that the red lines now seem to push the cars further up the road, which alludes to another problem.  He also mentioned that they have put red lines in the bus stop.

Councillor Morgan informed members that Essex County Council are putting up red line notices all around the hard, making less parking at the Waterside.  He said that red lines are to be installed around the fish and chip shop, the new shop, public houses, offices etc., which would be a disaster for the businesses around that area.  County Councillor Goggin said that he knew nothing about this.  The Mayor said that there used to be hourly parking in that area, which the Council fought to have two hourly.  Councillor Smith asked why have the Council not been consulted over this?  The Mayor replied that a letter needs to be sent off to the Parking Partnership advising that we do not agree with the proposed red lines and also why has the Council not been consulted.  

(Post meeting note: The Clerk was informed by the Parking Partnership that Councillor Judson had attended a site visit in October 2021 at the Waterside to discuss the red line issue, and had the support of ECC Councillor Goggin.)
Councillor Hawkins asked County Councillor Goggin for more information/criteria on Levelling Up.  

Councillor Beckett asked if there were any contingencies with Covid.  He said that numbers are rising, and although it is less serious now and there could be another strain on the way.  Can you brief us on actions you are taking?  County Councillor Goggin replied that meetings are all back, face to face where possible.  Essex County Council are in daily contact with the Government, so if any information is received it will be circulated immediately.  
Councillor Steady mentioned the Parking Partnership and suggested having a discussion with the Administrative Assistant, as she has been in contact with them regarding Station Road, however all schemes need to be consulted on to see if they are wanted or needed.  He also mentioned the Sports Centre and that some time ago he mentioned that we need to find out what pots of money are around i.e. from Essex County Council, Tendring District Council and Brightlingsea Town Council.  A discussion took place.  
The Mayor then asked for questions to County Councillor Goggin from members of the public.

Q1) Regarding the refugees from Ukraine, Norfolk County Council are having meetings, when they come here will Brightlingsea be involved?  Can you keep us up to date please?  The Mayor replied that meetings have already started at Tendring District Council and we are receiving regular briefing notes, and she will make a copy available.  County Councillor Goggin added that Essex County Council are discussing it too.  Councillor Mark Platt together with another Councillor drove to Walsall with a shipment of goods.  The Mayor said that the first shipment of clothing, collected in Brightlingsea, has already been sent out, which was sponsored by Tiptree Jam.  
County Councillor Goggin asked for 100 copies of the Town Guide, to hand out at County Hall, and congratulated the team who produced it.  
172.
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

The Mayor reminded members of the public that this session is a question and answer session, not a debate.
Q1) Recycling – Why can we not put margarine tubs, yoghurt pots or foil etc., in the recycling, when 10 miles down the road they can recycle everything?
A1) Councillor Barry replied that this issue is a constant question to the relevant Portfolio Holder, Michael Talbot.  At the moment Tendring District Council has no recycling boxes to give out.  There are broader differences between here and Colchester and it is difficult to understand when they go through the same recycling process.  He said that Tendring District Council recycle 6 plastics, when most authorities recycle 15.  Councillor Smith mentioned that under the Environment Act, which has gone through Parliament, Tendring District Council will be forced to recycle glass and other things.  Tendring is always at the bottom of the recycling tables.  Councillor Chapman informed members that at the end of 2023, Tendring has got to collect glass and garden waste with no charge, so will lose money.

Councillor Court mentioned the recycling centre at Fiveways, which is always left in a disgusting state and wondered if the Town Council could help in anyway to make the area better, i.e. CCTV etc.  The Mayor replied that Tendring District Council are aware of the fly-tipping issue, and maybe the Ambassadors could come down to have a look at the area.
173.
MOTION UNDER SO9


The Mayor read out the following motion:-
“We, the undersigned, respectfully request that the Hare and Tortoise Running Ltd event for the 3rd June 2022,  as discussed on the 17th February 2022, item 12/02 and refused, is reconsidered, as parking arrangements have now been made for competitors on private land on the Shipyard Estate well away from the Promenade Area, as parking was the only reason permission for the run was refused.

Signed: Councillors Barry, Carr, Chapman, Chasney, Court and Hawkins”.
The Mayor informed members that when this was originally discussed, they thought they would have around 100 people attending, however now they believe it would only be around 30.  Also parking arrangements on the Shipyard Estate have now been arranged.  Members then agreed that this event could take place on Friday 3rd June 2022. 

174.
TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE CURRENT PERIOD: 

The Payments and Accounts for the period ending February 2022  (as shown on the attached appendix) were proposed by Councillor Carr as follows:

General Account – 25 BACS Payments totalling £72,145.19 be authorised for payment.

Bank Balances:-

	Current Account
	150,943.44

	Business Saver Account
	68,650.52

	Base Rate Reward Account
	42,605.31

	Making a total of
	262,199.27

	Less one un-presented cheque
	20.00

	Making a total on all accounts of
	262,179.27


	Income to date
	459,127.90

	Expenditure to date
	464,596.77

	Employee payments paid for the month of February were:
	13,417.55


	Payments taken direct from the bank account in February:

37 payments totalling:
	24,242.96


The accounts were then seconded by Councillor Chapman  Agreed.
Councillor Steady mentioned the payment to County Road Construction, which is for yellow and white lining, which is work which Essex County Council should be carrying out, and this should be re-charged to Essex County Council.  The Mayor replied that we should send them the bill, and send a copy to County Councillor Goggin.

175.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 24th  FEBRUARY AND 10TH MARCH 2022 AND TO NOTE PLANNING DECISIONS OF TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCIL:


Councillor Smith proposed that the recommendations in the Minutes of 24th February and 10th March 2022 be agreed by Council, together with the planning decisions from Tendring District Council.  Seconded by Councillor Morgan.  Agreed. 
176.
UPDATE FROM TOWN AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:


The Mayor asked for reports from Town Councillors:-

Councillor Hawkins informed members that she and Councillor Steady had visited the Lower Park Playing Fields, with the Grounds Manager, and agreed on an area for the Man Shed to be placed.  She then asked the Council to agree to the area (next to the toilets in the corner) and then they can go to planning to see if permission is needed.  This was agreed.

The YMCA are looking to hold some pop-up cafe workshops on the beach, from April, to reach out to more vulnerable youths.  

Councillor Carr informed members that on the 21st February a meeting was held with the Harbour Commissioners Steering Group and the Town Council Steering Group, to talk about the boat park.  A good discussion took place and the Harbour Commissioners are tidying up the area, a new fence will be going in, and the next meeting will be held on the 21st March at 10.30am, where the long term strategy will be discussed.

Councillor Maltby – The Steering Group of the Neighbourhood Plan is launching on Saturday morning in Victoria Place Gardens. 

Councillor Steady – Work has commenced on Pawsons Playground.  Ideas for the entrance to the Promenade have been detailed in my written report.  Tendring District Council’s maintenance team are coming to look at the drains either side of the sluices, and they have agreed to carry out the maintenance.

Councillor Maltby asked why there are no recycling bins on the Western Promenade?  Councillor Steady replied that we have had in the past, large metal containers next to the toilets, however they were removed and we were promised two smaller plastic containers, but this was pre Covid.  We will be looking at this for next season.  

Councillor Barry informed members that Mending Matters opens tomorrow at 9am.

The Mayor asked for reports from District Councillors:

Councillor Barry handed out a timeline on the Sports Centre, detailing how this situation has evolved and what the Town Council has done during the last three months. He said that we have worked really hard and diligently to represent the views of this town and this Council through all possible procedural means.  The significant key date was the 15th February, when we put a motion forward to amend the budget, however the vote was lost 23, 20.  Following this meeting, the Leader made the following statement “let me assure all members that I absolutely do not want to see those facilities closed.  I am more than happy to stand here and guarantee that while I am Leader of this Council, I will do everything I can to make sure those facilities do not close and they do stay open, and if we have to use some of that resource in the budget to do that, I will ensure that happens.  I am more than happy to make that commitment, I do not want to see those facilities closed.”  Councillor Barry informed members that he has a meeting with Sport England Consultants at the School tomorrow, and we are hoping to establish some sort of body or organisation to co-ordinate all of the sports clubs in the town, and to liaise with the Sigma Trust.  He mentioned that he was unaware of any amount of money that Tendring District Council are to put forward.  Councillor Chapman added that she attends the Cabinet meetings, and no financial details have been discussed until it goes to cabinet on the 25th March, and we are 3rd on the list to be supported.
177.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

01. Agreed that the Brightlingsea Free Music Festival can hold its 2022 event on Hurst Green on 6th and 7th August 2022.  Usual terms and conditions apply.

02. The Town Council supports the local resident in their biodiversity study for the whole of the Brightlingsea area.  
Councillor Chapman moved, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in order to discuss items of a sensitive nature and items which are commercially confidential, the press and public be excluded.  This was seconded by Councillor Morgan.     Agreed.

178.
MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 –To discuss the following:- 

· Confirmation of presentation of Boat Park plans to the Harbour Commissioners  
· Review of BTC Land and Buildings

· Property Update

179.
CONFIRMATION OF PRESENTATION OF BOAT PARK PLANS TO THE HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS:

Councillor Morgan briefed members on the meeting held with the Harbour Commissioners.  He then asked for permission to present his plan to the Harbour Commissioners, as a topic of conversation.  It was confirmed that the plans do state ‘for illustrative purposes only’.  

Members agreed that these plans could be disclosed to the Harbour Commissioners at the meeting on the 21st March 2022.
180.
REVIEW OF BTC LAND AND BUILDINGS:
A copy of a report from Councillor Smith on the review of BTC land and buildings had been circulated to all members.  Councillor Smith briefed members that James Lawson had looked at 11 sites and after discussion it was agreed to proceed with proposals for the beach huts, of high quality design, that will be flood proof, well anchored and made of sustainable materials.
Regarding the Community Centre, as the Town Council owns the land, and the Community Centre owns the building, advice from the Solicitors would be sought before this item could be taken any further, 

181.     
PROPERTY UPDATE:

Councillor Barry briefed members that on Tuesday a meeting was held with Tendring District Council’s Chief Executive, Mike Carran and Lee Heeley.  He said that it was a positive meeting and discussions primarily were around the Western Promenade and the land the Lido Shelter sits on, through to the Sailing Club, which is registered to the Town Council, the paddling pool and the shelters.  Councillor Carr asked about the Oyster Layings.
The Mayor updated on the Cricket Club lease, which has been drafted by Fisher Jones Solicitors, and requires some amendments.  

Councillor Steady mentioned Batemans Tower Cafe, and stated that he and Councillor Morgan are to have a ‘round the table’ meeting with the Architect and one other to discuss the current situation and the way forward.   
Lakeside Caravan Park – At the last meeting the Council agreed to assign the lease to Brightlingsea Haven Limited, however, no rent review has been carried out since 2018, and therefore there is back rent due to the Town Council. 
182.     
CLOSE OF MEETING:

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.22 pm.
Chair ……………………









Date: 21st April  2022


































































