BRIGHTLINGSEA TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Meeting held at the Parish Hall, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea

on Tuesday 9th November 2021 at 10.30 am
Present:

Councillors
J Carr (Chairman)

M Barry, J Chapman, G Chasney, 
R Morgan and B Smith
Also in Attendance:
Councillors B Maltby and G Steady
Tracey Pulford - Town Clerk / RFO
F.107
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None received.

F.108
  CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 14TH OCTOBER 2021, RECEIVED BY COUNCIL ON THE 21ST OCTOBER 2021:

The Minutes were accepted as a true record. 

F.109
DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS:

Members were reminded of the requirement to disclose any interest in relation to items on the agenda, when these are discussed.  
F.110
HERITAGE PIER:



Councillor Carr updated members on the current situation regarding the Heritage Pier, posts, grant funding etc.  


After discussion Councillor Smith proposed that £1,100 is spent on the core drilling, before moving onto the next stage of the project, with the guarantee that a business plan is in place before 31st December 2021.  This was seconded by Councillor Chapman.  Agreed. 


Recommendation: £1,100 is spent on the core drilling, before moving onto the next stage of the project, with the guarantee that a business plan is in place before 31st December 2021.

F.111
THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE EVENTS:
A copy of the report by Councillor Chasney, which had been circulated at the last Council meeting, had been re-circulated to all members.  Councillor Chasney informed members that the next stage of the project would be to invite organisations of the town to a meeting (letter already drafted) later this month.  Also to start preliminary enquiries with marquee companies etc. and to start making reservations.  

Councillor Smith expressed concern that not enough public consultation had taken place, to see if the public want to celebrate their Queen.  

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Chapman that the Town Council seed funds this event, to a value of £10,000, to take it forward.  Seconded by Councillor Barry.  Agreed. 

Recommendation: The Town Council seed funds the Jubilee Events to a value of £10,000.

F.112
VAS AND SID SIGNS (VEHICLE ACTIVATED SPEED / SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES):


Councillor Chapman informed members that she and Councillor Judson had attended a meeting, along with other Town and Parish Councils, at St Osyth to discuss VAS and SID signs.  She reiterated the County Councillor Goggin was looking to spend his County grant of £10,000 on these signs, part funding with the local Councils.  


After discussion it was agreed that Councillor Chapman would obtain costing’s for these signs, and this would then be taken to another finance meeting for discussion.

Recommendation: Councillor Chapman to obtain costing’s for the VAS and SID signs, and this would then be taken to another finance meeting for discussion.

F.113
FENN WRIGHT LAND AGENTS:


Councillor Morgan briefed members that the Council needs to establish the actual boundaries of the Pannell land at the Hard.  

After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Chapman that Fenn Wright Land Agents be engaged to accurately mark out the area of the Pannell land at the Hard.  Seconded by Councillor Chasney.  Agreed. 

Recommendation: Fenn Wright Land Agents be engaged to accurately mark out the area of the Pannell land at the Hard.

F.114
BUDGETS 2021/2022 AND 2022/2023:


A copy of the revised budgets for 2021/2022 had been circulated to all members.  After discussion it was agreed that a budget for 2022/2023 would be prepared showing no increase on the precept.


Councillor Chapman briefed members on the current situation regarding the NJC scales.

Councillor Chasney informed members that at a recent Tourism Advisory Panel meeting it was agreed that a common street map would be designed, at a cost of £1,100.  He asked for this amount to come out of the 2021/2022 tourism budget.  This was agreed.

Recommendation: (1) A budget for 2022/2023 would be prepared showing no increase on the precept; (2) A sum of £1,100 be allocated from the 2021/2022 Tourism Budget.

F.115
CLOSE OF MEETING:
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 11.55 am.
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