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BRIGHTLINGSEA TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at

The Parish Hall, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea and on-line via Zoom, 

on: Thursday 16th September 2021 at 7.30pm.

Present:

Councillors

J Chapman (Mayor)
M Barry (Deputy Mayor)

M Beckett (joined via Zoom)

M Court, S Hawkins, M Judson, B Maltby, 
R Morgan, G Steady and B Smith
In attendance:

Tracey Pulford – Town Clerk

County Councillor Goggin
7 members of the public (in person)
2 members of the public joined the meeting by zoom

068.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillors Carr and Chasney, and Councillor Beckett who is joining us via Zoom.
069.
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19TH AUGUST 2021 AND CONFIRM AS A CORRECT RECORD:


Councillor Barry mentioned the following:-

· Page 26 and the update from District Councillors, and the question raised by Councillor Morgan.  He informed members that the sluice has now been repaired and is in working order.  

· Page 28 under the Property Update, there was a misunderstanding and the e-mail was just circulated to the Mayor and the Clerk, however a few days later we had a positive discussion about the sequence of events that should be followed when issuing statements.  He added that it is not good practice to read a council statement on social media, before all had seen a copy.  

These points were noted.

Councillor Steady mentioned P25 and the finance minutes of the 5.8.21.  He said that bullet point number 4 should read that “Councillors Carr and Morgan investigate Government Bonds/Investments opportunities further”, however he is happy to continue this with Councillor Morgan.
Councillor Barry then proposed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 19th August 2021  were accepted as a true record.  Seconded by Councillor Morgan.  Agreed.
070.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A copy of the Mayor’s Announcements is annexed to the Minutes.  
The Mayor briefed members on the following:- 

· Thanked both the Town Clerk and the Administrative Assistant for all their hard work in organising the Town Council’s Reception in All Saints Church, for the Mayor of Sandwich’s Visit.
· The name plaques have been installed in the Victoria Gardens.  These plaques have been made from recycled wood, from a tree which fell down near to Gravel Field.  Thanks go to Groundsmen Mark Canham for all his hard work in making these signs.

· Thank you to all who attended the Dementia Training on the 7th September 2021.  Yesterday we were awarded with our certificate, and are now fully accredited.  We are also the first Council to become Dementia Friendly in Tendring.

The Mayor then asked Councillor Barry to give a brief update on Town Councillor actions regarding the claim for adverse possession by Gary Humm, since the last Council Statement was issued on 9th September 2021.  Councillor Barry advised as follows:-

· The statement dated 9th September outlined the fact that we had been informed by HM Land Registry on 25th August that Mr Humm was unwilling to negotiate and therefore we would be forced to go to a tribunal to attempt to resolve his claim.

· The council had received a Freedom of Information request from Mr Humm on 23rd August and were preparing a response when we received this letter from land registry.

· For the last two weeks a working group of councillors – Barry, Chapman and Morgan – together with council archivist Sue Gilders, have been meeting almost daily to work out a strategy for dealing with the prospect of a tribunal.

· After consultation with solicitors and assessment of quotes for instructing Counsel the working group decided it could not support further spending of residents’ money on legal fees and informed Fisher Jones Greenwood of our decision on 13th September.

· The group then compiled a letter to Mr Humm on the same day which was sent from the Town Clerk. This letter has been circulated to all councillors.  The council informed Mr Humm that it was still seeking to resolve the matter amicably and by negotiation.

· Mr Humm has responded and indicated that subject to some further disclosures, he would be willing to mediate on the issue with a nominated resident acting as chair of proceedings.  The council are happy to accept this offer and will be making arrangements to hold a mediation and negotiation meeting sometime in the next few weeks.

· Mr Humm has informed the Land Registry of his changed position and it is hoped that both parties can now resolve the matter and avoid a tribunal hearing.

After discussion, members gave their full support to the above.

071
DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS:  
The Mayor reminded Members to declare interests when necessary.

072. 
UPDATE FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GOGGIN:

A copy of County Councillor Goggin’s report had been circulated to all members.  He then reported on the following:-

· CIF Fund – This week have supported applications from the Cobnuts and Alresford Parish Council, who are trying to purchase the station house.
· Strangers Corner – There is again an issue with parked cars on the grass areas.  Signs were installed some time ago, saying ‘no parking on grass verges’, however the Parking Partnership have now issued tickets to cars parked there.  These fines have, however, been withdrawn.  
· Would urge all Councillors and residents to complete the consultation for the Library, which runs from the 20th September 2021. 
· Councillor Judson brought to my attention a bollard, which had been placed in a pot hole in Church Road.  As the pot holes had deteriorated over time, they have now been temporarily filled/make safe.  The  repairs are scheduled for October. 

· The installation of the zebra crossing at the Colne Community School is scheduled for October half term.  

· Carriageway repairs in Victoria Place are scheduled for Wednesday 3rd November.  

Councillor Chapman asked that when repairs are carried out, especially in Victoria Place, can the white lining be reinstated as quickly as possible afterwards.  

Councillor Morgan asked when the CIF funding was likely to be decided.  The Town Clerk read out an e-mail from the EALC which stated that all requests will be reviewed during September & October, ahead of the Panel making their decision in November.
The Council will be advised of the outcome by early December.

Councillor Smith mentioned the condition of the trees on Church Hill, adjacent to the road, and that another incident happened a few days ago, with another tree/branch being damaged and left in the road, causing traffic problems.  He mentioned that he had seen someone surveying the trees in that area, and if any trees need to be removed, he assumed that the County Council would pay for this to be carried out.  County Councillor Goggin replied that Tendring District Council had carried out the survey, and would be responsible for any remedial works. 
Councillor Smith also spoke about the criteria for pot holes, County Councillor Goggin replied that the size and depth of a pothole is only part of the classification, however the criteria is on Essex County Council’s web-site.
Councillor Steady mentioned the speed survey for Mill Street and that at the recent Local Highways Panel meeting it was noted that if that much development is happening in that area, it will not be a quiet lane.
The Mayor then asked for questions to County Councillor Goggin from members of the public:-

Q1)  Congratulate Councillor Smith on his enquiry to County Councillor Goggin on the size of pot holes.  Regarding the pot hole opposite Gatehouse Farm, they had traffic management to repair the wall, which made the pothole very dangerous for traffic.  
073.
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

The Mayor reminded members of the public that this session is a question and answer session, not a debate.

Q1) The toilets on the Recreation Ground, adjacent to the Pavilion, why are they always locked?
A1) Councillor Barry replied that these toilets are not public toilets.  Councillor Steady informed members that when there was a full time Rec. Keeper, the toilets were always open, however now there is no full time Rec. Keeper, the toilets became run down, vandalised, and caused a lot of anti social behaviour etc.  The Cricket Club undertook to refurbish and maintain them, and now they are only open at certain times, not all the time.  They are not the Town Council’s toilets.

Q2) We own a holiday cabin at the Leisure Village, and were interested to see in last months minutes where it states that “we have received notification that the sale of the Leisure Village has now gone ahead, and our Solicitors have advised that things stay exactly the same”.  This clearly is not the case.  I had sold My cabins for £48,000, however the new rules state that they have to interview everyone who is buying – and because  of this, now the sale has fallen through.  We have spoken to NACO at St Osyth to seek advice.  Now we cannot sell on the open market.  How are you as a Council, as you say your Solicitors advise that things stay exactly the same, this is clearly not the case, what is going to happen to us?
A2) The Mayor replied that the statement that says ‘things are to stay the same’ is relating to our lease with Brightlingsea Haven  Limited.  Councillor Steady reiterated that ‘staying the same’ is with our agreement. Mr Hammerton has sold his company, and they now have new Directors. As they have brought the company, things do stay the same.  He said that he and Councillor Morgan had a meeting on Tuesday on site, and apparently Tendring District Council, who are the licensing authority, were there before us.  We are contacting Tendring to find out the content of their report.  Our Solicitor has confirmed that the dispute is between the residents and the new tenants.  Councillor Morgan briefed members, and asked that the residents give the Council time to seek advice/clarity etc.  Much discussion took place.
Q3) How does everyone on the Leisure Village get communicated to, so they can be made aware of  the actions of the Town Council, as all post has been stopped?

A3) Councillor Steady replied that the delivery of post has been mentioned, and it was agreed that all post would be taken to the office for collection.  The Mayor stated that the Council should have received a copy of the individual leases from Ellisons, which has not happened, but the Clerk has contacted them again for copies.  She then asked for a list of e-mail addresses for the residents, so all communications can be circulated.  
County Councillor Goggin left the meeting, to attend the Council Meeting at St Osyth, at 8.30pm.

074.
TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE CURRENT PERIOD: 

The Payments and Accounts for the period ending August 2021 (as shown on the attached appendix) were proposed by Councillor Barry as follows:

General Account – 26 BACS Payments totalling £11,850.43 be authorised for payment.

August 2021
	Current Account:
	£184,564.20

	Saver Account:
	£68,643.66

	Base Rate Reward Account:
	£42,603.17

	Making a total on all accounts:
	£295,811.03

	Income to date:
	£298,286.58

	Expenditure to date:
	£270,123.69

	Employee payments paid for the month of August were:
	£13,709.35

	Payments taken direct from the bank account in August – 60 payments totalling:
	£38,821.37


The accounts were then seconded by Councillor Chapman.  Agreed.
075.
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 26TH AUGUST AND 9TH SEPTEMBER 2021 AND TO NOTE PLANNING DECISIONS OF TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCIL:


Councillor Smith proposed that the recommendations in the Minutes of 26th August and 9th September 2021 be agreed by Council, together with the planning decisions from Tendring District Council.  Seconded by Councillors Barry and Judson.  Agreed.

076.
UPDATE FROM TOWN AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:

The following Councillors gave an update on their reports:-

Councillor Steady proposed that the Town Council gives support to the activities of the Cobnuts, and support any grant applications that the are likely to make. This was seconded by Councillor Court and agreed by all.
Councillor Hawkins mentioned that there are still no signs around Batemans, even though they were promised by Tendring District  Council.  Councillor Steady replied that 15 new signs have been installed around the rails, but he is waiting for a reply from the officer.  Councillor Hawkins mentioned the cycling along the Promenade, to which Councillor Steady replied.

Councillor Morgan mentioned the reports, and asked when does the Council get the chance to debate any projects, before they become reports.  He then suggested that the Western Promenade and Hard Committees meet at least twice a year to discuss all projects/ideas etc.  Councillor Court mentioned that a strategic vision on all areas is needed.  A discussion took place.

Councillor Maltby – The Environmental CCC’s are holding their first meeting next week.  

Councillor Barry – At the TDC Council Meeting on Tuesday, both Councillors Steady and Barry asked the Leisure Portfolio Holder questions about the Sports Centre Review.  Answers were given from the Leader, however this was not satisfactory.  There is now an on-line survey, which details 20 questions, and he asked everyone to complete the survey.  The Mayor said that she has paper copies of the survey, if people are unable to complete on-line, and she would be happy to take them back to Tendring. 
Councillor Steady mentioned that the Council does need to carry out a full traffic survey of the town covering pinch points, double yellow lines, double red lines, sites for LED lights and also traffic flow.  He said that he has requested this before and highlighted that we asked the wrong questions for the quiet lane in Mill Street. He then requested that Councillor Judson takes this on board, and carries out the survey, and comes back to him and liaises with  Councillor Goggin, and get our requests in to the LHP.  Councillor Judson replied that he would take this on board, but would need help.  Councillor Steady suggested that all Councillors look at their areas, and bring in any suggestions to Councillor Judson. Councillor Hawkins said that she would be happy to help Councillor Judson with this.
Councillor Morgan asked about electric charging points in the town.  Councillor Smith replied that Fiveways were looking to install a charger in their car park, and Tendring District Council, through Ian Taylor, had been contacted about the possibility of a charging point in the Victoria Place car park.

077.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

01. After discussion it was agreed that the organisers of the event would look at other suggested locations, i.e. top of the slip  road/area where the flower cart is placed.

02. Agreed that at the Hare and Tortoise Running Event, taking place on the 14th November 2021, that the event is started with a light artillery gun (blank round).
03. Agreed that the Essex Group of the Motor Caravanners Club can hold its 2022 rally on Lower Park Playing Fields, on 29th April to 2nd May and 24th to 30th August, subject to availability. 

Councillor Chapman moved, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in order to discuss items of a sensitive nature and items which are commercially confidential, the press and public be excluded.  This was seconded by Councillor Hawkins.   Agreed.

078.
MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 –To discuss the following:- 

· Property Update

079.     
PROPERTY UPDATE:

Lakeside Caravan Park – The Mayor read out two e-mail’s from Morgan Hall Solicitors, which stated that “they are instructed by the current leaseholders, Messrs McCarthy, who are proposing to dispose of their interest in the Lakeside Caravan Park.”  The second e-mail stated that “the proposed Assignee is Baslow Holdings Developments.  However, the proposed Assignee is likely to be a newly incorporated SPV as a subsidiary of Baslow.  For the record, we understand that Baslow has recently acquired an interest in another site not too far from the subject site. 

As per the terms of the Lease, the Landlord's consent is required and accordingly, we should be grateful if you would kindly revert to us with your criteria in order for us to advise the proposed Assignee.”  She informed members that Fisher Jones Greenwood Solicitors had been contacted about this and it was agreed that Fisher Jones Greenwood Solicitors be instructed to liaise with Morgan Hall solicitors acting for Mr McCarthy now with a view to taking this matter forward.  Agreed. 
Brightingsea Leisure Village – Councillor Steady informed members that he had contacted Lee Pearce of Ellisons Solicitors, who had had a virtual meeting with the new owners last week.  He has given his advice and is waiting for instructions.  

Councillor Court briefed members on the web-site  domain and that the cost would be around £350.00 over two years for a gov.uk site. This expenditure was agreed.

080.     
CLOSE OF MEETING:

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.28pm.
Chair ……………………








Date: 21st October 2021


































































